Cortical blindness after subclavian vein catheterization.
The occurrence of air embolism with neurologic complications during the insertion of central venous catheters is well known, but the development of a cortical blindness has not been stress. The case of a woman patient is described, who, after the puncturing of the subclavian vein, developed a state of confusion and transient left hemiplegia, followed by the loss of sight. Blindness was associated with normal pupilary light reflexes and no observable changes in the fundi, features identifying it as cortical. Possible pathogenetic mechanisms are discussed.